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The Resilient Qatar’s Natural Gas Development Policy
and Energy Situation Under Its Crisis

oA R

Makoto Nakamura

More than a year has passed since the severing of diplomatic and economic ties with Qatar by the “Quartet,” a group of
Middle East countries led by Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates occurred. Since then, the resilient Qatar has secured
all the indispensables to overcome this blockade, such as provisions for food stock and raw materials, logistics, and finance.

Receiving tail wind from the current crude oil market, in March 2018, the International Monetary Fund issued a statement
that the Qatari economy is “steady and strong” based on its 2018 Article 1V Review.

Owing to this economic situation, Qatar Petroleum is keeping on to its aggressive natural gas development policy. In
addition to the merger of national gas companies, QP lifted the moratorium, the self-imposed suspension of development in
the North-Field gas reservoir introduced before the crisis. And QP is still expanding the target volumes of the production of
LNG, eyeing the LNG demand expansion in the 2020s and beyond.

Even under crisis, Qatar has successfully kept exporting crude oil and LNG. Fortunately, this crisis has exerted

unexpectedly little influence on stable energy supply to customers, including the Asia Pacific. However, there is no clear sign

as to when the crisis will come to an end, and as to how it will affect us.
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