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Main points on US climate policy 

Main points of this presentation 
 
• US climate policy is deeply partisan 
• High-level debate is mostly about 

symbols not substance 
• Large-scale trends in US energy 

production and consumption are 
separate from much of the public 
and partisan debate 
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US public opinion 

Ups and downs of 
climate worry 

Politicization of  
science funding 
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Environmental issues are partisan in Congress 
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Climate policy as symbolic politics 

OBAMA’S BLM 

TRUMP’S BLM 
THE IRON LAW 
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Keystone XL Pipeline as a key symbol 
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Long-term trends in US energy 
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Impact of Trump cancellation of Clean Power Plan? 
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Reminder of the scale of challenge 

Source: R. Pielke, Jr., BP 2016 
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Looking Ahead – 2017, global CO2 increase? 
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Final thoughts on US climate policy 

• US climate policy is highly uncertain, mainly 
because it is a partisan issue and US political 
situation is fluid; 

• Because of the focus on politics there is a  
possibility that Trump Administration ultimately 
does not matter much for energy & climate policy; 

• Larger trends likely to continue to dominate (e.g., 
markets, prices, technology, etc.); 

• But, can US climate advocates who wish to 
accelerate decarbonization de-politicize the issue 
for 2020 and beyond in order to better focus on 
policy over politics? 
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Thank you 

 pielke@colorado.edu 
 Blogs:  

– http://theclimatefix.wordpress.com  
– httP://thehonestbroker.org   

 About me: http://rogerpielkejr.com/  

2007 2010 2011 2014 2016 
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