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Energy efficiency standard and labeling (S&L) policies have a great potential to promote energy saving in
China, where electricity consumption by electric appliances and equipments are growing fast. In 2009, 15 major
electric appliances and equipments consumed about 56% of entire electric consumption in China. Currently China
implements mandatory Minimum Energy Performance Standard for 33 appliances and equipments, as well as voluntary
energy efficiency standards. China also has a mandatory labeling scheme covering 22 appliances and equipments.
The authors point out several shortcomings of Chinese S&L policies that prevent the realization of full energy
saving potential, which include the time lag between standard setting and implementation, inconsistent efficiency
evaluation methods, not incorporating regional differences, limitation in the items covered by labeling scheme,
and lack of sales promotion. Based on the observation, authors suggest modifying the way of setting energy
efficiency standards, using regional coefficients, streamlining evaluation methods, including more items under
the labeling scheme, and introducing energy-efficient appliance best-sellers program to promote sales of highly
energy-efficient appliances and equipments
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