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U.S. Trade Policy for Solar PV Products
-With Special Focus on Trade Tariffs on China-
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Abstract

The United States has a high expectation for solar photovoltaic (PV) in the decarbonization plan. While China has
established its dominant position in the global PV market, the U.S. has been imposing trade tariffs on Chinese PV
cell and module to protect U.S. domestic PV manufactures. This trade protectionism has hindered PV installations
in the U.S. market, creating “green dilemma” over U.S. climate change policy. In this paper, I explain U.S.
domestic political environment where domestic actors have been struggling to resolve this dilemma. The study
shows how the institutional design of U.S trade law and diverse interests of stakeholders heighten the uncertainty
of PV installation against the backdrop of tougher U.S. stance toward China.
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