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Japanese nuclear energy and safety approaches.

Japan has recently been urged to implement measures to increase availability for nuclear power plants
in order to address energy security and greenhouse gas emission cuts. The average availability for Japan's
nuclear power plants in 2009 rose from 58.0% in 2008 to 64.7% still below levels in other major nuclear
power generation countries including South Korea and the United States. Some major foreign nuclear power
generation countries have kept their availability for nuclear plants at high levels at or above 90% since
1990, while others including the United States and South Korea have raised their respective factors since
2000 fol lowing the 1990s when their factors were close to the Japanese level. The latter group made ambitious
efforts to raise these factors. In considering specific measures to effectively utilize existing nuclear

reactors, Japan should take full account of these overseas efforts and promote discussions on overall
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